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proved the existence of a riparian civilization, long
dead, vegetating in the basin of the Indus. Remains
were likewise discovered at numerous places in the
Punjab, Sindh and Baluchistan. Ruins of towns,
long buried under ground, where teeming life had
once buzzed, started echoing with the sound of
the spade and the noise of labour, and an Indus Valley
civilization sprang up into the records of history.
That the life in this civilization had been urban was
known when the sites of Mohenjo-daro, the "Mound
of the Dead", and Harappa in the Montgomery dis-
trict of the Punjab were laid bare.
Buildings
It has already been mentioned above that the
Indus Valley civilization was urban in character and
that the remains unearthed were of towns. Two
towns of considerable dimensions, Mohenjo-daro and
Harappa, have yielded enormous material for study
and for the invariable conclusion that they were ex-
quisitely planned. The cities of the Indus Valley
were the first planned towns of history. In fact real
planning of towns is a recent incident in architecture
and when we see the remains of Mohenjo-daro we
are struck with the thoroughness with which the city
was laid out. We are describing the conditions
of ,the people and their living in that town alone which
may serve for the type.
The main streets were fairly broad, somewhere
between 9 ft. and 34 ft., and in certain cases running
as long as half a mile. They cut each other at right
angles and these divided the city in squares or rect-
angular blocks. The lanes of the interior also inter-
sected one another subdividing the blocks of houses
into further subsections. The houses, mostly double-
storied, stood on the streets and the lanes and opened
iix the streets. They were brick built, bricks being
both sim-dried and baked in fire, those sun-baked